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BACKGROUND

The Increasing Access to Safe Abortion Services project 
was funded by the David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
and was initiated with the broad goal of supporting initia-
tives of the state governments of Bihar and Jharkhand to 
reduce abortion-related mortality and morbidity among 
women of reproductive age. The project aims to increase the 
number of trained and certified doctors who can provide 
comprehensive abortion care (CAC) services. CAC includes 
provision of safe services and use of appropriate technology; 
pre- and postabortion counseling; and the management of 
postabortion complications. From July 2005-May 2006 Ipas, 
in close collaboration with the state governments of Bihar 
and Jharkhand, trained 80 medical doctors from public and 
private hospitals spread across the rural and urban areas of 
these two states.  

At the end of the first year of this intervention, it is impera-
tive to get insight on the post-training impact of this CAC 
training to facilitate mid-course corrective measures. Keep-
ing this point in mind, the partners conducted a follow-up 

research survey in July and August 2006 with the specific 
objective of assessing the post-training performance of the 
trained doctors based on the following parameters:

•  Post-training service provision 
•  Caseloads managed by the trained doctors
•  Technologies used by the trained doctors
•  Postabortion contraceptive counseling and acceptance. 

METHODOLOGY 

Considering the small size of the trainee pool, all 80 medical 
doctors trained during the 12-month period were interviewed 
using a structured questionnaire for assessing the post-train-
ing performance based on the listed parameters. The survey 
was carried out in two phases. During the first phase, tele-
phone interviews were conducted with trained doctors. Dur-
ing the second phase, the doctors who could not be contacted 
by phone were reached by a face-to-face interview.  










